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DIC, disseminated intravascular coagulation; FAB, French-American-British classification;
GIST, gastrointestinal stromal tumor; H-E, hematoxylin and eosin; SFs, skeinoid fibers.
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Fascinating features of histopathology

Susumu MATSUKUMA

J. Natl. Def. Med. Coll. (2020) 45 (4) : 125—133

Abstract: Recent recommendations for disease diagnosis have suggested that diagnosis be
made based on evidence of molecular abnormalities and immunohistochemical features. However,
conventional pathological diagnosis primarily depends on the assessment and/or evaluation of
hematoxylin-eosin staining-based morphology. This review describes some attractive features of
histopathology, including those of fresh samples and the histopathological process of pancreatic
ischemic lesions, skeinoid fibers within gastrointestinal stromal tumors, subarachnoid-like
structures in ovarian mature cystic teratomas, infiltrating non-neoplastic bile ductules associated
with adreno-hepatic union, and giant cutaneous horn. Numerous histopathological diagnostic
clues within routine pathological sections remain undiscovered. The author believes that young
medical researchers will identify some of these features and thereby contribute to improving our
understanding of various diseases in the future.

Key words: histopathology / hematoxylin-eosin staining / pancreatic
ischemic lesions / pancreatic fibrosis / gastrointestinal stromal tumor /
ovarian mature cystic teratoma / subarachnoid spaces / adreno-hepatic

union / adrenal cyst / histopathological diagnostic features



